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that you have shipped from 80,000 to 100,000
stand."
The last word on the problem of munitions,
which was so significant a factor in the larger
problem, is the report of the United States Ord-
nance Office for the first year of the war. It
shows that between April, 1861, and June, 1862,
the Government purchased from American manu-
facturers somewhat over 30,000 rifles, and that
from European makers it purchased 726,000.
From these illustrations it is therefore obvious
that the true measure of the immediate strength
of the American contestants in 1861 was the
extent of their ability to supply themselves from
Europe; and this, stated more concretely, became
the question as to which was the better able to
keep its ports open and receive the absolutely
essential European aid. Lincoln showed his clear
realization of the situation when he issued,
immediately after the first call for volunteers, a
proclamation blockading the Southern coasts.
Whether the Northern people at the time appre-
ciated the significance of this order is a question.
Amid the wild and vain clamor of the multitude
in 1861, with its conventional and old-fashioned
notion of war as a thing of trumpets and glittering